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The Development of Newly-Appointed Teachers’ Competences
Demonstrated in Elementary School A, through Emphasis on
of Periods for Integrated Studies, with Reference to Their Images
Inquisitive Learning: A Case Study Using PAC Analysis

Chizuko MATSUI*

ABSTRACT

This research is a case-study investigation of two teachers, Subject B and Subject C, at Elementary School A, which
incorporates and sets great importance on periods for integrated studies. A PAC analysis was used to ascertain what kind of
images of inquisitive learning these teachers acquired as they were guided to teach integrated studies in their first year on the
job and how these images affected the formation of the teachers’ competences, with special attention to what kind of competences
were formed. As a result of the investigation, the author was able to ascertain that the images of inquisitive learning acquired by
subject B involved “perseverance and an improvement in the quality of inquiries,” and those of subject C, “the creation of value
by the children themselves.” With regard to significant competences, the author was able to identify the formation of “design
skills,” “forecasting skills,” and “the ability to link to content”. With regard to the factors behind the formation of these images
and teacher competences, the author argues that the guidance approaches of “a flexible attitude toward creating value with the

children” and “believing in the children and leaving it up to them” which are valued at Elementary School A, are involved.

* School Education



