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Episode Assessment as an Assessment Method for Moral Lessons

Yasunari HAYASHI* - Mao WATANABE**

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this paper is to propose episode assessment as an assessment method for moral lessons and to clarify its
significance. Episode assessment is an assessment method that Mao Watanabe, one of the authors of this paper, has used
in a junior high school. Evaluation by numerical value is not appropriate to moral education. Watanabe has therefore
tried to collect students’ episodes. However, episode assessment has not been examined yet in the context of assessment
theory. Thus, we will clarify the significance of episode assessment through examining the similarities and differences
with other assessment methods that do not depend on numerical values, through examining Watanabe's educational
practice.

First, in Section 1, we explicitly indicate the problem and the purpose of this paper. Then, in Section 2, while taking
up the practice example of episode assessment, we clarify what episode assessment is. Subsequently, in Section 3, we
show the features of episode assessment in comparison with “the authentic assessment” such as portfolio assessment and
performance assessment. Finally, in Section 4, we reveal its significance from the perspective of the assessment method in
the special subject “morality” of the official curriculum.
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