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The relationship between bullying and perceptions of
discrimination

Tomoyuki YAMADA™ + Keiichi SEKIMOTO**

ABSTRACT

In this study, the relationship between bullying and discrimination was investigated. A retrospective survey was
conducted with university students by using a questionnaire inquiring about their bullying experiences in kindergarten,
elementary, junior and senior high school days. The results indicated that differences in bullying experiences, such as only
having been bullied, only having bullied others, having both experiences, and just having recognized bullying, affected their
understanding of discrimination. Conversely, differences in their perception of discrimination also affected their bullying
experiences. There was strong relationship between perceptions of discrimination and bullying. It was indicated that the
sense of discrimination is a factor making problems related to bullying more serious. It is important to try to sweep away
the sense of discrimination from children at schools.

Keywords: Bullying, The sense of discrimination
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