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Some Observations on Two Factors that

Influence Instructional Activities (1)
—An Analysis of Information Obtained through Individual
Attention and Child Characteristics—

Yoichiro WATANABE*

ABSTRACT

It is now common that classroom instructions are analyzed based on the so-called T-C
type instructional records in which interactions between children and their teachers are
expressed in words. The records contain data showing how they interacted through language,
that is, what children said and how teachers responded to it. Such an instructional analysis,
however, cannot capture details of their activities that are beyond words. We, thus, cannot
recognize children’s activities that teachers notice through observing individuals or group
work, or what teachers’ intention/psychological background to give a particular course of
instruction is.

The purpose of the present study is to analyze classroom instructions based on stimulus
recall records and reveal teachers’ activities and intentions behind them that are hardly
captured by means of the T-C type instructional records. First of all, we will review previous
studies from the viewpoint of teachers’ decision-making and point out some problems.
Furthermore, focusing on the two factors of information that teachers obtain through individ-
ual attention and child characteristics, we will present a methodology which will clarify some
problems and enhance analysis of cases.

* Devision of Languages: Department of Japanese Language
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