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A Pragmatic Analysis of So-called Unagi-sentence (2)

Contextual Development and Expansion of Lexico-syntactic Structure

Joji TAKAMOTO *

ABSTRACT

This is the second half of my serial argument concerning what is called ‘unagi-sentence’
(i.e. a Japanese sentence type such as ‘Boku wa unagi da.’), continued from my preceding
paper in the last issue.

In this paper, first, I resume reviewing several previous studies of #nagi-sentence, and
divide their ways of paraphrasing into four types. Secondly, I suggest that when the default
assumption would be canceled (under a certain contextual condition), we should attempt
some advanced inference so as to understand what is conveyed by the wumagi-sentence,
appropriately. Thirdly, I point out that some structural explanations formulated in the

previous studies of ungi-sentence seem to have fallen into some state of ‘overgrammaticaliza-
tion.’

* Division of Language, Department of Japanese Language
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