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A Comparative Sociology of Study Hours
between Japan and Korea

Funta, Takeshi*

ABSTRACT

In this paper, I investigate the factors that effect on the after-school study hours of
middle school and high school students comparing Japan with Korea.

First of all, the average study hours of both countries are examined. It shows that the
average of middle school student’s study hours of both countries are almost the same. On the
other hand, the average study hours of Korean high school students is much longer than those
of Japanese high school students.

93

To find the factors in these countries, influences of SES (socioeconomic status), school .

types, and educational aspiration on study hours are examined. The result of the analysis
shows that study hours of Japanese high school students are effected by these three factors.
On the contrary, study hours of Korean high school students are influenced by not SES but
school types and educational aspiration.

In the case of middle school students, their study hours are not effected by these three
factors in Japan, but are influenced by SES in Korea. .

Based on these findings, the phenomenon, inequality of effort, is observed among the
high school students, not among the middle school students in Japan. In Korea, the phenome-
non can be seen only among the middle school students. Comparing two countries and two
stage of schools help us to understand the complex mechanism of the phenomenon.
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