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A Study of Onomatopoeia in the First Half Meiji Era
— Focusing on the Expressions in “UKIGUMO” ——

Michiko NAKAZATO*

ABSTRACT

This paper attempts to discuss how onomatopoeias of Japanese origin are related with
those of Chinese origin in the first half Meiji era. In this study five stories including
“UKIGUMO?” written in the styles of unificated spoken and written language were investigat-
ed as well as other eight stories which were published before “UKIGUMO” and writen in
another older language style. The results showed three points as follows ;

(1) Compared to onomatopoeias of Japanese origin, those of Chinese origin can express some
expressions, particularly concerning emotion, because those of Japanese origin lack their
variations in such areas.

(2) Because of such features mentioned above, the writers prefered to use onomatopoeias of
Chinese origin rather than those of Japanese origin , until they came to possess sufficient
kinds and variations.

(3) In addition, the writers who promoted the unification of spoken and written language
tended to use easily adoptable onomatopoeias of Chinese origin as well as the Japanese
colloquial words.

*
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