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A Study of Wall Spaces as Environmental Arts

Yasuko ABE

ABSTRACT

The space of walls of Japanese traditional architecture has been comparatively small.
This particular fact has produced the flexibility of spaces, and the special relationship
between Japanese people and things in their living space. It is the relationship that spaces
are made each time human beings relate to things inside their dwellings. Whereas in the
Western European builings, walls divide space decidedly ; and each space has a fixed
function and meaning.

Recently larger space of walls have come to be used in Japanese housing and public
facilities than before. So that we Japanese should inquire into how architecture and people
are related to each other since historically we have not experienced and enjoyed enough
wall-enclosed living and working spaces.
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