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The Meaning of Children’s “Head Turn” in Play : A Case Study of 3 -Years-0ld
Children who Progress from “Head Turn” to Interaction in Sand Play

Taku Kousokabe

The purpose of this study is to clarify that a 3 -years-old child’s head turns during play and that there is a
process in which this “Head Turn” leads to interaction with peers. An analysis of the meaning of children’s
“Head Turn” in play is also included showing that 1) there are four factors for “Head Turn”, and 2 ) the high-
est frequency of “Head Turn” is when the 3 -years-old child engages in solitary sand play. During play there
is a mutual head turn which initiates non-verbal approval of interaction, then progresses to approach, negotia-
tions, and imitation in play and ultimately to elaborate interaction. I suggest that children’s “Head Turn” is a

useful measure for teachers to guess the consciousness of children during play.
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