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A Historical Study on The Beginnings and Lesson Conditions
of The Special Class at The Nagano Prefectural Matsumoto
Jinjo Higher Elementary School in the year 1900.

Shinobu NAKAJIMA and Yasushi KAWAIL*

ABSTRACT

In regards to the beginnings and lesson conditions of the Matsumoto Jinjo Higher Elementary School special class based on
the “Special Class Formation Discussions and Considerations” of Matsumoto Town in Nagano Prefecture (currently Matsumoto
City), this study investigated 1) the beginnings of this special class as well as the conditions of the instructors in charge and the
transfer students, and 2) the content and progression of lessons for each class. The following points have become apparent as a
result of this investigation: 1) The official start of the special class was 1 June 1900, but it actually started prior to this on 2
March of the same year. 2) The instructors and transfer students were led by the male group’s supervisors and supervisors of
each grade-level, who oversaw the transfer of 61 students. 3) Class A underwent a basic studies course, followed by practical
study using exercises that allowed them to apply their knowledge in practice. 4) Class B underwent courses almost identical in
content to Class A, but spent more time on practice and review, doing exercises that enforced the content learned. 5) Class C,
different from Classes A and B, underwent basic learning such as math and writing courses, and repeatedly reviewed material

from the previous class.

* Clinical Psychological, Health Care and Special Support Education



