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The Possibility of International Education as a Team: Through
International Understanding Instructor Program in Niigata Prefecture

Junichi OGURO* - Mizuho HARA™®*

ABSTRACT

This study deals with the project of fostering international understanding of instructors by the Niigata International
Association. First, to clarify the achievements and problems of this project, we interviewed and conducted a questionnaire
survey with children and teachers at schools, ordered the international understanding workshops and also interviewed
instructors who were undergraduate students and graduate students and faculty. Second, to clarify the obstructive factors,
we Interviewed teachers who had never used this project. Last, we discussed the enhancement of this project and the
possibility of international education as a team. The result of the analysis and discussion revealed that this project was
beneficial for the improvement of education ability of the school and the collaborative ability and expertness of the university
students. Especially, this program is able to compensate the lack of knowledge and experiences of international understanding
of the school and teachers and to embody the team-school promoted by MEXT, the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology. Improvements can also be made. One of the important things is to show the relation between each
workshop and subject, other studies, educational activities and ESD and SDGs promoted by MEXT. The quality of
workshops could be improved, lower classes could be provided with workshops, and school teachers could participate in the
workshop. Based on the above results, we propose that this project is a model of a team-focused school as a pioneering
contribution in Japan.
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