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How do we view moral development
Development of “sociality” and development as “ego transformation”

Takato NERIAI* - Tomomi TAKAHASHI"*

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this paper is to review studies that relate cognitive development to moral development, such as Piaget’s
theory of cognitive development, from the perspective of what factors promote moral development. We will then clarify the
differences among the various studies. By doing so, we will examine the state of moral education in school education. Moral
development has a “socialization” aspect and an “individualization™ aspect. From the perspective of Piaget, Kohlberg, and
others’ cognitive development theory, it is suggested that moral development is viewed as a concept similar to socialization,
while from the perspective of Erikson’s psychoanalytic theory, moral development is viewed as a concept similar to
individuation.

In addition, we investigated whether the reading materials used in moral education classes emphasize the development
of sociality or the development of the ego. The results showed that some emphasized items related to social development
as the students’ grades increased, while others emphasized items related to the self during adolescence. It became clear
that the way of being varied from one publisher to another.

KEY WORDS: moral education, social development, moral content,  mutual relationship
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