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A Study on the Learning Process Mediated by “Objects to be
Created” in the Unit Structure of the “Inquiry” Area; Elementary
School Second Grade “Blue Sky Sunflower Restaurant”

Kenji KAKE* - Etsuko MARUYAMA™ - Takumi WAKABAYASHI*™* +
Takeyoshi MATSUMOTO***

ABSTRACT

This study is practical research on inquiry-based learning throughout the year in collaboration with a local elementary
school. It had conducted us in the “School Support Project” of the Professional Degree Program of the Graduate School of
Education, Joetsu University of Education. By providing clinical support while observing the children’s learning process in a
participatory manner, the process of inquiry-based learning was developed with the children and teachers. The process of
inquiry-based learning activities was recorded using video, images, and audio, and the recorded data was shared with
teachers. Based on the data, the unit structure of the “Inquiry” area and its restructuring were conducted to facilitate the
children’s learning process. In the unit structure of the “Inquiry” area (second grade elementary school), the core “object to
be created” of the unit was to open a “Blue Sky Sunflower Restaurant” where children cooked vegetables they grew
themselves and invited their friends, teachers, and parents as guests.

The results are as follows.

(1) From the “Blue Sky Sunflower Restaurant,” which was the “object to be created” as the core of the unit and the
children’s “dream (ideal) restaurant,” new “objects to be created,” such as dishes and songs, were created one after another.
(2) “Objects to be created” are objects that create or change the relationship between “affinity objects,” such as their own
fields and the vegetables they grow, and “social and cultural objects,” such as the guests they invite, the insects that eat the
vegetables, and the vegetables sold at the supermarket. What kind of existence does the “Blue Sky Sunflower Restaurant”
have for the children and customers? How should the restaurant be improved in the future? The children asked, thought
about, and redefined how they would relate to the “Blue Sky Sunflower Restaurant” and how they would realize their ideals.

This study showed that the ontological approach to exploring the rationality of the design of the “objects to be created”

had a unit design rationality that the children themselves renewed their own learning process.
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