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The Study of the Construction of Comicality of Comic Scenes
in the Stage Performance of “Ningyo-joruri”

Yumiko KAWAT* - Makio NOMURA** « Arisa DOUYA***

ABSTRACT

Ningyo-joruri is the Japan's original puppet show which dates back to the 17th century. The performance of Ningyo-
joruri is formed from the collaboration with Zay# narrator (s), Shamisen player(s) and Puppeteers. It is often said that the
most important substance of Ningyo-joruri is a tragic affection called “Jo”, while comic scenes are rather worthless and they
exist just for changing the atmosphere of tragedy. The purpose of this study is to clarify how the comicality of comic
scenes is constructed and to confirm the value of comicality. The study applied the method of multimodal analysis to the
actual stage performance consisting of the 7ay#'s narration, the puppets acting, and the Shamisen-sounds. The results
showed that the comicality includes many elements, such as interjections, onomatopoeias, repetitions, speed, sound-effects,
BGM, puppets’ facial expressions, gestures, properties, etc. Also, the comicality itself is found to be some fine acting. In
conclusion, the expressions of the comicality of Ningyo-joruri should be noticed to be more worthy.

* Unattached ** Former Humanities and Social Studies Education *** Music, Fine Arts and Physical Education



