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What is the Subject Content for “Special Subject Morality”?

Yasunari HAYASHI

ABSTRACT

The nature of subject specialization in teacher training colleges and faculties has come into question. The Japan Society
of School Subject Content Education advocates the creation of “subject content research” that would live “in the educational
practices of school education and assist the development and growth of children’s abilities. Moral education, which was
created in 1958, has been a subject in elementary schools since the 2018 school year and has been in junior high schools since
the 2019 school year as the “special subject morality” (hereafter referred to as “morality”). Now that it is a subject, it is
necessary to consider what the content of this subject should be. For “morality,” the academic discipline is tentatively consid-
ered to be virtue ethics. Next, in conformity to the Courses of Study, we show that the relationship between the subject
content and teaching materials for “morality” may be different from that of other subjects. This is because morality has
hidden goals that go beyond the Courses of Study. In addition, examining the history of the discipline, I clarify the difficulty
of using a natural scientific approach for morality and I propose that it is necessary to adopt a new interdisciplinary
academic study of morality that includes virtue ethics.

* President



