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Aspects of Remote Interactive Small Group Discussion in
Elementary Schools

Takayuki OSHIMA™* - Masaya ABE**

ABSTRACT

In this study, we analyzed aspects of learners’ learning in remote interactive small group discussions.

As a result of the questionnaire survey of the students in Analysis 1, the students evaluated the remote interactive
small group discussion in terms of positive aspects and negative/problematic aspects. Positive evaluations included: [remote
exchange possible], [exchange of opinions with students from other schools], [data sharing possible], [practice making
friends], and [fun because of Zoom]. Negatives/challenges included: [Difficulty in listening], [Difficulty in conveying
messages], [Disjointed conversations], [Lack of excitement], [Lack of connection], and [Proficiency in using the system].

The results of the speech analysis in Analysis 2 showed that even among remote children who had no face-to-face
experience, the remote system was used to generate empathic discussions and exchanges under a continuous approach. On
the other hand, as problems of remote interactive small-group discussion, it was found that it was difficult to hear and
convey information due to the remote system, and that localized speech was induced by the face-to-face discussion, which
caused stagnation and lack of excitement in the conversation.

In summary, in the present case, the children evaluated the remote interactive small group discussion in terms of
positive aspects and negative/challenging aspects. Under the continuity of efforts among the small schools, the remote
interactive small group discussion using the remote system generated empathic discussions and exchanges, and provided a
good communication opportunity for the children of the small schools. On the other hand, as problems of remote interactive
small group discussion, it was found that it was difficult to hear and convey the message due to the remote system, and that
localized speech was induced by the face-to-face discussion, which caused stagnation and lack of excitement in the
conversation.
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