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Study on the Affordances that Invite Children to Paint
with Pulsion Expressed as Colors and Forms

Shuya OHIRA™ - Takeyoshi MATSUMOTO**

ABSTRACT

This study focuses on the affordances that invite children to paint and explores the learning process that children
experience by applying their “qualities and abilities” related to “language” and the act of creating in a “cross-cutting way.”
Furthermore, it reveals the reality of children’s “language,” which is acted out in the process of their painting activities that
involve the whole body. We used third-grade elementary school students’ painting activities during the “integrated learning
time” associated with “arts and crafts” for this case study. During this study, children were observed changing the colors
and forms they had painted while painting on the walls of the houses they had built through group activities. The research
examples are based on James Jerome Gibson's concept of “affordance,” which asserts that the surrounding environment
composed of natural and artificial objects induces animal behavior. It also refers to the “joy that is experienced in the
process of acting out language as bodily gestures.” Moreover, we considered Keizaburo Maruyama's concept of “pulsion,”
which expresses “the excitement and fulfillment of life.” Thus, we identified that the colors and forms that children
encounter, centering on the traces they paint during their activities, have the effect of encouraging them to paint on their
own and that in the act of painting, children’s “body” paints objects while exerting the power of their “language.” In reality,
the “value” and “meaning” of the colors and forms painted by the children can be appreciated by the children engaged
in other activities. This case study reveals that the act of painting has the power to change behavior. We aim to
contribute—from a “cross-cutting and comprehensive” perspective—to the promotion of liberal arts, which goes beyond art
and culture in a narrow sense and encompasses life, economics, law, politics, and ethics, in the future.

* Okayama University ** School Education



