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The Status of the Acquisition of Knowledge about Earthquake
Disasters among the Children in Tsunami-Prone Areas

Kohei MORI* - Kotaro YAMAGATA™**

ABSTRACT

In this study, a questionnaire survey on the knowledge about disasters was conducted among the first- to third-graders
of primary schools in the Shishikuiura area of Kaiyo-cho, the Tokushima Prefecture, a tsunami-prone area, to determine the
extent to which the children have acquired the knowledge necessary for independent evacuation. The results showed that
in the study area, the knowledge about disasters was actively provided through disaster education and prevention activities.
However, there was insufficient awareness of the local characteristics of the disasters. It was also confirmed that even if the
evacuation sites had been identified, the evacuation route to these sites had not been determined and the children did not
know much about the actual evacuation. In order for the children to evacuate on their own, it is necessary to trace the
processes from the occurrence of the disaster to the completion of the evacuation and to relate the knowledge required at
each stage of the evacuation.
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