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ABSTRACT

This study examined the status quo of the “Bridging Phase” through dialogue between the preschool and elementary
school management, through interviews with the higher local governments involved in the “Bridging Programs.” The
interviews were conducted in the Shiga Prefecture, Kyoto City, and Yokohama City. The interviews revealed that during
the process of creating a curriculum for the Bridging Period as part of the Bridging Program, there were many opportunities
for dialogue between the childcare workers and the teachers to discuss the children’s situation, and the mutual
understanding of it deepened.

The following points are suggested in creating a system to connect the preschool and elementary school in other regions
in the future; (1) Considering the characteristics of each region and proceeding with the connectivity efforts according to
the actual situation in the region, (2) When connecting multiple preschool facilities of different types and the elementary
school, it is important to accept and understand the differences in their educational philosophies and policies and to interact
with them, (3) In order to prevent the childcare workers and teachers from becoming exhausted due to the increased
meeting and recording time, it is Important to create a system for sustainable connectedness, such as writing concise daily
reports about the children and increase the amount of time for staff dialogue, (4) It is important that the elementary schools
take the lead in creating the opportunities for both the teachers and childcare workers to interact, and that they share their
views on children by trying to understand the childcare at their kindergartens.
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Curriculum, Good Practice, Quality of Early Childhood Education and Care
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