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Functions of humor in microscopic and macroscopic
interpersonal relations and social climate in classroom

Ryoko Koshi* and Yayoi Sakurai**

ABSTRACT

This study examined how humorous message would affect on microscopic as well as macroscopic interpersonal
relations and climate in classroom. Participants were 204 elementary school children (5th and 6th grade), and 7
questionnaires were used to assess their psychological closeness to a child or teacher who made humorous message,
and other classmates and their perception of classroom climate. Results showed that participants felt psychological
closeness to the humorist especially who made support-relief humor. In addition, psychological closeness to the
humorist seemed to affect on the closeness to other classmates, and those effects could facilitate developing positive
classroom climate. Overall, interpersonal relations on microscopic level could influence on macroscopic level in

classroom.
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