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(p. 347, L. 15) It is an inconsistency that a man who is so decidedly pessimistic in tendency
should turn to inanimate nature as the only object of his sympathy(#%1>. For physical
environments, however sublime and beautful, can never meet our sympathy with sympathy
<(*x2>. We can not deny that we are sometimes inspired by her gradeur, — which however
is not the case with Chomei< % 3>— but the inspiration comes only through some mechani-
cal influence as in the case of an electric shock acting powerfully upon our system, and not
through anything like spiritual communication which may exist between man and man.
After all, nature is dead<*2>.

Unless we recognise in her the presence of a spirit, as Wordworth does, we cannot prefer
her to man, nay we cannot bring her on the same level as the latter, as our object of
sympathy<* 3>. Man with all his foibles and shortcomings, has still more or less sympathy
for his fellow creatures.

Granting that love deepens where sympathy is reciprocal, we find no reason why we
should renounce all human ties and sullenly fly to cold, unsympathetic nature as the only
friend in the word, who is really harmless. Harmless she may be, but can never be
affectionate !
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(p- 348, L. 11) In the second place< * 1>, Chomei forsook the world, because, he tells us, all
erathly things are precarious in state, fortuitous in nature and therefore not worth while
aspiring after. Why then did he look so indulgently upon nature which is not a jot less
subject to change? Why did he not renounce her in the same breath with which he
renounced life and property? It is still more unaccountable that such a professed
misanthrope as Chomei<#* 2> should find any interest in some particular individuals who
had gone before him<* 3>. Be that as it may, however, we are not concerned merely with
his inconsistencies, of which he has many.
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(p- 349, L. 2) In spite of all these drawbacks, the author is always possessed with grave
sincerity<#* 1> and has nothing in him, which we may call sportive carelessness. If he can
not stand critical analysis, he is at least entitled to no small degree of eulogy for his
spotless conduct and ascetic life which he led among the hills of Toyama< * 2>, unstained
from the obnoxious influence of this Mammon-worshipping, pleasurehunting ugry world.

Chomei's view of life which has <been> implicitly mentioned above, may well be illus-
trated by a quotation from Shakespeare: ---

“The cloud-capp’d towers, the gorgeous palaces,
The solemn temples, the great globe itself,
Yea, all which it inherit, shall dissolve,
And like this insubstantial pegeant faded,
Leave not a rack behind. We are such stuff
As dreams are made on and our little life
Is rounded with a sleep.”<{* 3
[R]
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“We are such stuff

As dreams are made on, and our little life

Is rounded with a sleep.”
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Notes on Soseki Natsume’s “A Short Essay on Hojio = ki”

Zenzaburd SHIMONISHI*

ABSTRACT

Soseki Natsume’s “A Short Essay on Hojio=ki”, which has been long regarded only
as a ‘commentary’ on Hojio=ki without a sufficient inverstigation, can be seen as some
kind of literary theory. We might say then that the essay has some connection to his later

work, the Bungakuron ‘A theory of literature’.
In this paper I mainly deal with the relation between nature and human being based on
his comments on it in his several works, and imply the significance of the essay.

*
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