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A Study in Barték’s Improvisations on Hungarian
Peasant Songs Op. 20

—on the axis system—

Shunsuke HIRANO

ABSTRACT

This research of Barték’s Improvisations on Hungarian Peasant Songs Op. 20, which
was one of his piano pieces on Hungarian peasant songs, elucidates his composition method
of melody and harmony from a viewpoint of the axis system.

As a consequence I was able to find out the melody and harmony constructions concern-
ing the axis system in this piece. I was also able to cofirm that his method of composition was
closely connected with the axis system, which was clarified by Erng Lendvai.

* Division of Fine Arts and Music: Department of Music.
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