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What We Can See through the Window.
A Pragmatic Characteristic of the Use of Mado in Makurano-soshi.

Joji TAKAMOTO*

ABSTRACT

There are good grounds for ackowledging that the use of Japanese word mado (‘win-
dow’) in Makurano-soshi actually refers to a substantial entity of some window structure of
those days’ building. In contrast with this, by investigating appearances of this word within
the literature works which was written in Heian period using kana-writing system, we can
find that almost all other uses of this word are interpretively used with some implications of
Chinese lyric poems. Therefore, in comparison with these, the use of mado in Makurano-soshi
has a very unique pragmatic characteristic. However, we still have to notice that there may
be extra possibility of another way of understanding. From the viewpoint of contexual effects
achievement, we can consider this use of mado as one which is not only descriptively used,
but also interpretively used.

* Division of Languages: Department of Japanese Language
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