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Effect of Words of Estrangement
on the Maintenance of Speaker’s Perspective

Seiichi SUZUKI *

ABSTRACT

This experiment was designed to investigate the effect of Words of Estrangement on the
maintence of speaker’s perspective by using a sentence-picture matching task.

Third and sixth graders were presented with sentence-picture combinations and were
asked to choose a proper person-alternatives depicted in the picture.

The Japanese original sentence used in this experiment was a sort of narrated discourse,
in which a latent narrater (speaker) described a perceptual experience of other person. e. g.,
“Kenji wa ki no migi (/hidari) ni suwatteiru otoko (/onna) no ko o miteiru.” This type of
sentence was called an ‘unmarked sentence.’.

‘Marked sentencs’ were constructed by adding words of estrangement (subjective verb,
auxiliary verbs) to the end of an unmarked sentence as like “Kenji wa ki no migi ni
suwatteiru otoko (/onna) no ko o miteiru-youda (/-fto omou/-njyanaikana/-no kamosir-
enai).”.

It was already known that even the second graders could judge speaker’s perspective
shifting into the person in an unmarked sentence. In other words, they correctly judge the
sentence to be appropriate when it described the object event from that person’s perspective
(Suzuki, 1981) .

Paired with the above sentence, subjects were presented with both types of picture
materials, one with a speaker depicted on the opposite side of the person (speaker condition)
and other without speaker (speakerless condition). And they were asked to choose a target
boy (/girl) being directed by the spatial words in each sentence.

Statsitical analysis of the obtained data revealed that only sixth graders, and only who had
passed the perspective-shifting test, showed an ability to mainten the speaker’s perspective
under the speaker condition with ‘-youda’ (‘look’ or ‘seem’). In other words, sixth graders
incorporated the speaker’s perspective and chose the target boy (/girl) from his view.

Third graders didn’t show any significant differences in every conditions and in every
words of estrangement.
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