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A Pragmatic Analysis of So—called Unagi—sentence (1)

Contextual Development and Expansion of Lexico-syntactic Structure

Joji TAKAMOTO *

ABSTRACT

The sentence type such as ‘Boku wa unagi da.” (‘As for me, an eel.’) which we may use in
a restaurant to order broiled eel has been called the term of ‘unagi-sentence’ by Japanese
grammarians. The study of unagi-sentence seems to have been shifted from the field of sytax
to the field of pragmatics, gradually.

1 will argue the problem of ‘grammaticalization’ of this sentence type successively from the
view point of linguistic pragmatics. In this paper, I mention the standpoint of my serial
arguments about unagi-sentence, and review several preceding studies with a view to inves-
tigating their ways of paraphrasing for unagi-sentence.
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