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A Study of Onomatopoeia in the Second Half of the Meiji Era

Michiko NAKAZATO*

ABSTRACT

This paper attempts to discuss how onomatopoeias originated from Japanese are
related with those from Chinese in the second half of the Meiji era. For this purpose twenty
stories were investigated in the study.

In the second half of the Meiji era, a large proportion of onomatopoeias became
Japanese origin, and they were used independently without the assistance of substitute
character. It means that Japanese originated ones were used more positively even in the
novels, although they were considered as slung in those days.

Regarding the Chinese originated onomatopoeias, it is neccessary to examine the
relations with kana written at the right side of kanji which was those of Japanese-origin, and
the main types of onomatopoeias. The onomatopoeias of Chinese origin which were used as
substitute character for those of Japanese origin, came to lose the features as onomatopoeias.
But one type, which was the same sound type of Japanese origin, obtained the sound image
and was possibly recognized as onomatopoeias.

*

Division of Languages : Department of Japanese Language



	00000310.TIF
	00000309.TIF
	00000308.TIF
	00000307.TIF
	00000306.TIF
	00000305.TIF
	00000304.TIF
	00000303.TIF
	00000302.TIF
	00000301.TIF
	00000300.TIF
	00000299.TIF
	00000298.TIF

