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An approach to “Okhotsk Elegy” by Kenji MIYAZAWA

Zenzaburo SHIMONISHI*

ABSTRACT

Kenji Miyazawa went on a journey to Sakhlin in 1923, and this journey produced
“Okhotsk Elegy” on the theme of his sister Toshiko’s death and reborn. Why did this journey
give birth to that poem? This paper tries to throw light on this question. Kenji was convinced
that Toshiko had been reborn in Tosotsu Miroku Jodo, the Pure Land in the North. He went
toward the north in his journey with a firm belief that the journey to Sakhlin could be an
approach to the Pure Land in the North where Toshiko was.

*
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