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A Small Book Labeled Troika

A Trivial Pragmatic Problem in Osamu Dazai’s Shayé

Joji TAKAMOTO*

ABSTRACT

In Osamu Dazai's most famous novelette Skays, we find the description of a paperback
labeled Troika. It is well known that Dazai wrote this novelette on the model of Shizuko Ota’s
Shays Nikki. Also in its corresponding passage, we can find almost the same description of
a small book labeled Troika.

However, it has been unsuccessful to identify the actual entity of the paperback-type
book titled T7oika. If there are not such a book, every reader has to creatively construct some
assumptions for the book according to her contextualization.

In this paper, I bring up one interpretative possibility that Troika could be the secret
code for Chekhov’s drama 77 Sestroy (The Three Sisters). I argue how contextual effects
can be achieved under this way of interpretation, and claim from the viewpoint of linguistic
pragmatics that my- interpretation regarding Trotka as the code for T¥ Sestroy must be
convincing enough.

*

Division of Languages, Department of Japanese Language.
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