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Onomatopoeia in the Drama of Edo Period
—— Comparison between JORURI and KABUKI ——

Michiko NAKAZATO*

ABSTRACT

Onomatopoeias used in JORURI! and in KABUKI in Edo period were examined about
following four points; imitative words, emotional onomatopoeias, mimetic words and ele-
ments of medieval war tales.

On JORURI, emotional onomatopoeias and mimetic words, which reflect atti-
tudes in narratives onomatopoeias, were used for emotional expressions. And many
kinds of imitative words were also found. As time passed colloquial onomatopoeias of
those days increased while onomatopoeias derived from medieval war tales decreased
in JORURI plays.

As for KABUKI, onomatopoeias were used for directions of actor’s performance,
musical instruments and stage effects in parts of stage direction. For that reason, the
onomatopoeias were typical and definitive. In lines, there were not so many
onomatopoeias, but there were various kinds of colloquial onomatopoeias of those
days.
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