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On Portfolios Used in Writing of First Language Education
in the U.S. and Japan

HOJO Reiko*

Abstract

In recent years, much attention has been paid to portfolios both as assessment and
instructional tools. This article consists of five parts: 1) what are portfolios?; 2) portfolios
and writing; 3) portfolios used in writing of English language in the U.S.; 4) portfolios used
in writing of Japanese language in Japan, and 5) portfolios expected to be used in periods of
integrated study in Japan.

This article reports that little systematic research has been conducted on portfolios in
writing classes in Japan.
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