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Learning Experiences and Student life of the Students
in Joetsu University of Education

—— Problems for International Comparison with France

Atsumi OMAE*

ABSTRACT

Our concern of this paper is to examine the variety of learning experiences and student
life in the transition from elite and mass higher education to universal access. We have
chosen, as a first attempt, the students of the first and second grade of Joetsu University of
Education in Japan, in comparison with the case of Rouen University and Paris 8 University
in France. We are also interested to note the problems of international survey of this subject.

The greater part of students of Joetsu attended Juku school and cultural or sport lessons
when they were pupils of elementary or junior high schools. Their characteristics of age,
nationality, type of high school and (few) vocational experience are very homogeneous too.
More they had experiences of extra-school education, more they received family education in
their good social conditions.

However, there is no direct relationship between learning experiences of the past and
studying attitudes in the present life. The main attitude can be explained by introducing the
notion of "knack” (y8ry6) for the success. In the other side, we can observe a small number
of self-studying students who didn’t depend on extra-school and family education, but have a
strong will for leaning in the university. In order to try an international comparison of
universal access, it is very important to take account of this non-major type of students.

*
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