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Error and Correction in the Shape of Handwriting Letters
in Preschool and First-grade Children

Shigeji OHBA*

ABSTRACT

Preschool children are apt to write wrong Japanese letters (hiragana) because they
have little chance to acquire handwriting skills systematically. They therefore need to
correct their wrong letters by themselves when they become school children. This study was
planned to propose the handwriting teaching method to the teachers who were teaching
handwriting skills to first-grade children in the regular class. Twenty-seven children were
given the writing task of 10 letters two times, at the end of the year of preschool and the first
grade. The wrong letters at those times were classified into five error types, and the
distributions of the types were compared. The main result was that many letters that got out
of letter shapes were observed in preschool children, but in first-grade children there were few
those letters and there were just letters that had partial errors. From these results some
teaching methods of handwriting in the regular class were proposed to improve children’s
corrective abilities in handwriting, for example, using a letter-model sheet or making children
assess their writing letters each other.
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