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Learning Japanese Music Through the Use of

Japanese Sound Sources in Elementary School

Kiyoko MOTEGI*, Kazuki ETANI**

ABSTRACT

This project consisted of practical research designed to verify whether or not it is
possible to use traditional Japanese sound sources to teach students about the special
characteristics of traditional Japanese music in an elementary school classroom setting. It is
based on musicological studies on certain acoustical and structural characteristics that are
shared by traditional Japanese sound sources and Japanese musical instruments, including a
tendency to be modeled after natural sounds and to contain a high proportion of non-tonal
sound elements. This project showed that it is fully possible to guide young school children
toward an understanding of traditional Japanese music by using various traditional Japanese
sound sources in music class. Also, the use of one-on-one oral transmission techniques and
ensemble instruction was proven to be effective in demonstrating to children the adaptive
nature of Japanese music.
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