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Advanced JSL learners’ beliefs and the key for their success:
From interview research

Miyuki USUKI*

ABSTRACT

In this article, JSL advanced learners’ beliefs are investigated by interview research.
The findings seem to point out the learners’ different expectations towards inside and outside
classroom learning. Also, the learners have strong self-motivation and critical awareness for
their own learning, and tend to have positive beliefs about their own potentials of language
learning.

Further, they are clearly aware how to improve their language skills in their daily life.
On the other hand, in the classroom, the learners tend to have receptive attitudes. However,
it does not mean that the learners were passive. Instead; they are aware of seeking problem-
solving opportunities and obtaining the necessary information and knowledge form the
classroom learning. The learners’ beliefs and attitudes show what learner autonomy really
meant.

* Special Assistants to the President
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