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Changes of Onomatopoeia of “Crying” and ‘““Tears’
from the Heian Period to the Modern Times

Michiko NAKAZATO*

ABSTRACT

I examined changes of onomatopoeia associated with “crying” and “tears” from the
Heian period to modern times. Both of the basic formes of imitative and mimetic words were
already used in the Heian period, and most of them were still used in modern times in spite
of some changes. Samezame, Harahara and Horohoro became standard onomatopoeias of
“crying” in the Kamakura and Muromachi periods, and Shikushiku and Mesomeso became
those of “sobbing” from the Edo period to modern times.

Many imitative words of “crying” were created to give more vivid expressions to a
variety of sounds and ways of “crying”. As to mimetic words, objects of description became
more detailed like “tears trickling down” and finally focused on “tears” in one’s eyes. Both
the imitative and mimetic words were made by transforming.

As the time went by, close observation made descriptive expressions more detailed. This
trend is true of other expressions except onomatopoeias.

*

Division of languages: Department of Japanese Languages
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