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Applied Research regarding the Learning of
Japanese Music by the Use of Chindon
in an Elementary School General Music

Kiyoko MOTEGI*, Tkuko HATANO**

ABSTRACT

This research focuses on the introduction of Japanese music into the primary school
curriculum (5 to 6* years) by studying the music of chindon. The origins of the musical
activity of what was once referred to as chindon-ya dates back to the mid-19* century.
Chindon became highly popular from the mid-1950s, but this form of musical activity has not
yet been studied in the context of music education. The reason for this seems that what is
considered properly “musical” for music education is far removed from the musical activities
of popular street musicians. In recent years, however, as musical values have become more
pluralistic, the music and the musical characteristics of chindon are being rethought.
Chindon shares characteristics with kabuki and folk music: flexible and improvisational
music-making, the employment of a large number of sound sources and instruments resulting
in many timbres, and the use of body movements similar to what is found in Shinnai, in
traditional door-to-door performances, and in the gyddo of Buddhist music. Using chindon in
music education heightens the desire of pupils to make music and foster rich expressive
possibilities. In addition, chindon appeared to be useful as a means for pupils to enter the
world of Japanese music.
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