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Prohibition to Discriminate Students with Disabilities
Because of Disabilities in Higher Education in UK

Yasushi KAWAI*

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to analyze the provisions concerning disability discrimi-
nation in the Disability Discrimination Act 1995 (DDA) and the Special Educational Needs
and Disability Act 2001 (SENDA).

DDA, which places requirements on employers and service providers not to discriminate
against people with disabilities, did not originally include similar requirements for the
provision of education. SENDA amended DDA, and the changes by SENDA made it unlawful
for institutions to discriminate against disabled students in their admission, admission
arrangements or terms, exclusion or suspension arrangements, and the provision of student
services. From the implementation of this legislation, responsible bodies are required not to
discriminate against people with disabilities. When we consider the discrimination against
the students with disabilities, less favourable treatments and reasonable adjustments are very
important concepts. It is anticipated that inclusion at universities in UK will be promoted by
DDA and SENDA.
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