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Masking of Redandant Interpretations
— A Shield Effect Against Interpretive Potentiality ——

Joji TAKAMOTO*

ABSTRACT

When we process a text (or some fragments of a text), the first interpretation we’ve got
often hide the others. And when we claim or explain some kind of interpretation for a text,
we usually exclude other interpretive potentials. I call this phenomenon “the masking of
redundant interpretations”.

The result of interpretation for one person varies according to her/his cognitive and
social conditions. We cannot estimate how all these conditions work in our mind nor in other
person’s. We cannot observe another person’s interpretation as her/his inner mental represen-
tations, and we hardly succeed to explain our such representations to others perfectly by
words. So it is difficult to share pragmatic interpretations with one another.

We have to pay attention to the fact that some redundant interpretations must always
be masked. It is important to acknowledge the potential extent of many interpretations and
to admit the diversity in estimating the priority among these, with pragmatic tolerance.

*
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