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On Phrase-Relation Analysing Tree (Phrase Tree)
As a Skeletal Frame for Interpretation Recording

Joji TAKAMOTO*

ABSTRACT

Bunsetsu (i.e. phrase) is the most well-known language unit in Japan, which was
coinded in Shinkichi Hashimoto’s grammar theory and has been used in the school educa-
tion of Japanese language ever since 1940’s. The advantage of bunmsefsu is not only its
public character but also its property of less-ambiguity in marking off than other rivals’.

In this paper, I suggest a new easy visual way of representation for Japanese sentence
structure, which includes bunsetsu-nodes and relational links among them. 1 call this
‘Phrase-relation Analyzing Tree’, in short, ‘Phrase Tree’— Bunsetsug:.

A Phrase Tree can not represent the full-detailed structure of a sentence, so they are
not helpful for knotty argument in syntax and semantics. But they are very useful in
making up the fairly formal recordings of pragmatic interpretion which is usually expres-
sed in informal style. Phrase Trees can develop to the expanded diagrams which I call
‘Interpretation Recording Forms’ by adding new nodes according to one’s interpretation.

*

Division of Language, Department of Japanese Language.
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