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On the Speech Synchronization in the
Mother-to-Child Reading Situation.

Seiichi SUZUKI*

ABSTRACT

It is well known that movements of body-parts and facial-expressions are synchronized
with the speaker’s speech (“self-synchrony”; Condon & Sander, 1974). But, when synchrony
occures between two-persons, it is called “interactional-synchory” {ibid.).

The purpose of this study is to investigte the speech (-speech) interaction-al synchrony
in the mother-to-child reading situation. This sort of interaction is one of the prototypic forms
of communication.

Subject was one pair of mother and her child. Observations were carried outtwelve
times, which covered the child from her 23-to 24-months of ages. The simultaneously
articulated segments of speech were collected and analyzed according to some categories.

It was found that the child showed a tendency to synchronize with mother’s speech, and
the mother, using some sorts of strategies, promoted the child to speak simultaneously with
her.

These findings suggest that reading is'nt an unidirectional activity, but is an unified and
reciprocal one, in which a reader and a listener unseparably tie.

* Division of Early Chilhood Education
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