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A Pragmatic Analysis of Tsumotta Yuki by Misuzu Kaneko:
Structural Conditions on its Non-parallel Interpretaion |

Joji TAKAMOTO*

ABSTRACT

Misuzu Kanako’s Tsumotta Yuki (A Pile of Snow) is a short poem which includes three
stenzas. Each stenza has almost the same syntactic construction of three lines. So it seems
suitable that we may construe the three stenzas as in parallel. However, the interpretation of
this poem has a definite tendency to be put more interpretive emphasis or more empathetic
focus on the third stenza. This non-parallel interpretation is motivated by some structural
conditions of this poem. In this paper, I describe how this non-parallel interpretation is
motivated and determined by the features of phono-morphemic, lexico-sytactic, and
discourse-cohesive structure of this poem.
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