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Ethnomethodology on infant’s formative
activity at the play in sandbox

Takeyoshi MATSUMOTO* and Takae HATTORI**

ABSTRACT

This study investigates on the cases of practical accomplishment of the events at the
infant’s plays in the sandbox that are picking up by peripheral observation at kindergarten.
Then, analyze them by interaction analysis how the formative activities are constructed and
used at these cases among the infants or between the infants and the teachers.

The processes of practical accomplishment of the events at the infant’s plays are
doing as cooperative construction among infants. The event at their plays are accom-
plished through following situated activities each other, turn taking the initiative and
the author, or changing their purposes and the border of the event at them.

These characteristics of the methods at their plays play important parts to
change or make the meanings of scenes and artifacts. To make these scenes and
artifacts function as highlighting the society of the community of practice, and as
awakening of the identity as that membership through the reality of the event. The
relationship between to accomplish of its reality and to make or use these scenes and
artifacts cooperatively are reflexive each other. These reality and cooperation are
constructed by infant’s gestures of participation and use at the play. These gestures
between infant and the others construct the context of interaction mutually.

In relationship infants and teachers, teacher decided purposes, contents and
initiative at the beginning of the play in the sandbox. Teachers are take for granted
that infant’s product is similar to the something in our daily life, and that the styles
of their product will be make in detail as going on the event at the play.

* Division of Early Childhood Education
**  Graduate Students (Joetsu University of Education)
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