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An Ethic of Caring and Moral Education

—Focusing on Nel Noddings’ Consideration on Caring—

Yasunari HAYASHI*

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this paper is to examine an ethic of caring as a foundation of moral
education.

First of all, Nel Noddings' consideration on caring is explicated. And some points of
view of the ethic of caring are made clear.

Secondly, Noddings’ alternative vision to school education is elucidated. It become clear
that school education as a whole is, in Noddings’ conception, moral education.

Thirdly, moral education based on the ethic of caring is explicated, and a problem about
its relation to universal ethical principles is discussed.

As a result, it is shown that moral education based on the ethic of caring should be seen
as a supplement to one based on a traditional ethics of justice rather than as a substitute for
it.
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