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Parental concepts of preschooler’s mathematical education and their
relationship to execution of education in early childhood

Ryohei MARUYAMA*

ABSTRUCT

The purpose of this study is to investigate parental concepts of mathematical education
during early chilhood, and to analyze how they have taught their young child math at home.

The target sample consist of 452 preschooler’s parents. The main results are as follows:
Most of the parents whose preschoolers are three or four years of age expect their children
to acquire counting in early childhood. Most parents of five year olds want them to under-
stand addition and subtraction. And they begin to let thier children study in a private
school(cram school). This is due to the anticipation of formal arithmatic education in school.
Most of the parents that have brought up thier older chidren have the idea that child’s
numerical ability is developed through activities in his/her enviornment. What they expect
their preschooler to acquire is merely the ability to count. These observations reflect their
experiences of bringing up thier older children. Those parents who expect thier children to
understand addition and subtraction agree on early math education. The level of numerical
ability which parents expect their child to acquire in early childhood is closely related to their
concepts of mathematical education and educational behaviors. We have confirmed this
relationship in each of the parents investigated.

*
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