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A pilot study about the development of the control of
handwriting pressure in handicapped children

Shigeji OHBA*

ABSTRACT

Some of the students do not learn to write Japanese letters (hiragana) because they are
poor in control of their writing pressure. The purpose of this study was to examine whether
the verbal instructions would be effective in correcting their writing pressure. Four kinds
of verbal instructions were given to a first~grade boy to try to change his writing pressure
in handwriting performance under the free-hand mode of writing control. He was required
to write his name employing handwriting pressure device at three experimental sessions in a
school year. The results showed that he could control his handwriting pressure by those
verbal instructions even though he was a first-grade student. However, this effect of verbal
instructions became clear at the later sessions.

* Division of Special Education
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