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A Study of Composition of European and
Easttern Wall Paintings

Arisa Doya

ABSTRACT

In 1995 the author had the opportunity to learn about the composition of the fresco, that
is, its matrials and expression techniques, through copying it, based on the classical tech-
niques shown in the book “IL LIBRO DELL’ ARTE” wrirren by Cennino Cennini. Since
Italian paintings of the middle age and the wall paintings of the early renaissance period have
common elements with Japanese painting, such as base materials, colors foils and so on,
studying the elements of the fresco is thought to bring new possibilities of materials and
expression techniques to Japanese paintings. This article traced the art history of wall
paintings, especially, wall painting of mortar. Firstly, the western wall paintings and the
eastern ones were compared from the points of view of techniques and materials, than the
similarities and differences between both paintings were pointed out. Next, the author
referred to her own experiences of copying both Eruopean and eastern wall paintings, in
order to discuss the characteristics of expression in the paintings from both worlds. Copying
the European painting was done with a part of wall painting by Domenico Ghirlandaio placed
in S. Maria Novella in Florence, Italy, While that of the eastern painting of Horyuji Temple
in Nara, Japan.
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