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The Use of Sign Language in Schools for the Deaf

Toshihiro AGATSUMA

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to investigate how many teachers and children are using sign
language in schools for the deaf. Questionaire sheets were sent to 100 schools for the deaf and
75 schools answered the questionaire.

The results are as follows;

(1) In 25% of the schools, sign language is consistently being used throughout both the
elementary and secondary departments.

(2) Sigﬁ language is being used partially in 40% of the schools.

(3) Sign language is more popular in western Japan than in eastern Japan.

(4) In 409% of the schools, parents of deaf children are requiring the school to use sign
language.

(5) Tweleve percent of the schools have a plan to use sign language in the future and 68%
of the schools are under consideration, excluding the schools in which sign language is
already being used consistently.

(6) As a conclusion, it is considered that the number of schools in which sign language is
used will increase.
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