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On Dantakottha
—The Origin and the Depelopment of the Tooth-cleaning Code of
Buddhism in Ancient India—

MATSUDA, Shinya

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to make clear the origin and the development of the tooth-
cleaning code of Buddhism in ancient India through the comparison of 6 Vinaya texts in Pali
and Chinese. Additionally , based on ‘Nankaikikinaihouden’ written by Gijo in late 7c. AD,
it is intoduced how was this code practiced then actually.

The author proved that the reason of laying down of this code was mainly based on the
problem of social mannar and there originally was few evidence that it related with religious
impurity. In according with the development of Hinduism, especially under Gupta-dynasty,
the idea about religious purity and impurity became strong in social life and by this influence
it is supposed the meaning of this code gradually changed.
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