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Structural Representation and Interpretation Recording
Using P-tree

Joji TAKAMOTO*

ABSTRACT

P-tree stands for ‘Phrase Tree’ (Bunseisugi) which is a diagram notation to represent
Japanese setence structure visually. Each p-tree includes several phrase-nodes (bumsetsu-
nodes) and relational links among them. These links can indicate both immediate and
reserved connectedness between two coupled phrase-nodes.

P-trees can be drawn in both graphical format (G-format) and plain-text format
(T-format). G-formatted p-trees (abbrebiated as GPT) can be easily writable and readable
even for beginning students. On the contrary, T-formatted p-trees (as TPT) enable easy-
storage and easy-exchange of text corpora which have ‘interpretation recodings’ built-in for
many computer-aided researchers of Japanese linguistics, literature, and language education.

P-trees can develop to the expanded and developed diagrams which I call ‘Interpretation
Recording Forms (IRF) by adding new nodes and links according to one's semantic and
pragmatic interpretation. An IRF concisely displays one’s pragmatic interpretation, including

logical form selection, explicature development and implicature inference.

*

Division of Language, Department of Japanese Language.
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