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Analyses of Observations of Play-Fighting against
Monsters in a Three Year Old Class

Ryohei MARUYAMA*, Kouko ITO**

ABSTRACT

This study aims to examine features of a series of childrens’ spontaneous plays fighting
against monsters in a preschool class of three year olds. We analyzed a series of their play
times and their parents’ answers to the questionnaires about TV programs their children
watched and their play habits at home. Then we examined enviromental and personal factors
in these situations, and the relationship between these play times and their preceding ones.

It is said that most of childrens’ explorations or explorational play like play-fighting
against monsters may be prompted by astonishment when they listen to their teachers’
fictions that imaginary animals (e.g., dragons and monsters) may exist in the real world.
The preschool teacher, whom we observed, however, rarely told these fictions which would
induce the childrens’ fighting against monsters. Thus, we investigated teachers’ roles of
making them believe in the imaginary animals, to instigate explorational activities.
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